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Arise ! Awake ! And stop not till the Goal is reached. 



TEACHINGS OF SRI RAMAKRISHNA* 



SWAMI RAMAKRISHNANANDA 

ftr# f^ppisr^ i 

5T7Tr?I% ll?ll 

] In the mind veiled by maya, the Reality does not manifest. Is ever the 
face reflected in a mirror covered with dust? 

R^TRPTT fawrfW IRII 
RT4T4T fa'T377r?3 f%>T: ^77 MTS^t I 

grff 7«rr irii 

2 & 3. Just as the sun remains covered in the sky darkened with Tain 
clouds, similarly Maham3ya covers the Reality here (in the Jfva) ; and as after 
the clearing of the clouds the sun shines everywhere ; in the same way, after 
the disappearance of maya, the Reality becomes manifest in everything. 

ir*n W'i ii*ii 

'rfwfq- t^nrT^T: OTni7rPtr rrrfcr ^ iikii 

4 & 5. As in a boisterous sea the moon appears to be broken into thousands 
of pieces as if dancing, so in the turbulent mind bound to the world, even in 
moments of purity, the reflection of Reality appears and disappears in an instant. 




* See Vidyodaya (a Sanskrit monthly), Bhatpara: The Oriental Nobility Institute, 
September-October (Bhadra), 1896, pp. 193-99. The Sanskrit rendering is by Swami 
Ramakrishnananda, a direct disciple of Sri Ramakrishna. The English translation is ours. 



THE WORLD : AN OPEN PRISON 

(EDITORIAL) 



A prison gives the idea of a place where 
convicts are kept confined in fetters either 
to await trial or to undergo punishment 
for their crimes. Generally they are kept 
hand-cuffed in cells under lock and key, 
except, it is said, in Arabia, where they are 
tied to the posts under the roof of the sky 
to suffer from heat and cold. The jailors 
often take the inmates out for getting some 
work done through them, under the vigil- 
ance of the guards, but they are in no 
way free to act according to their will. At 
times they are let out under probation 
or parole, but are expected to return behind 
the bars sooner or later. Although, accord- 
ing to some students of penology, ‘the 
prison is a relatively recent invention’ dating 
some ‘300 years’, the history of mankind 
will prove that the idea is at least as old 

as the birth of Lord Sri Krsna who chose 

• • • 

to be born in Kamsa’s prison. It may be 
admitted, however, that day by day reforma- 
tory developments are taking place in the 
penal systems and penal practices of the 
advanced nations, and the prisoners are 
being treated more like human beings than 
like animals. Countries like the United 
States have revolutionized their penal sys- 
tem so much, that out of ‘nearly 1,300,000 
offenders’, the police department is keeping 
more than half the number on probation 
or parole under supervision in the free 
community. This system has a twofold 
advantage : In the first place if the 

criminals move about freely in the society, 
there is a chance of their easier rehabilita- 
tion ; and secondly, it is less expensive too. 
Even jn India, penal practices are becoming 
so humane these days that, a police officer 
told us, a criminal who has chosen 
criminality as the blessed goal of life, wants 
to re-enter the jail no sooner than he is let 
out of it. A prison has, as it were, become 



his home for life. Some offenders are 
known to us who, while undergoing punish- 
ment, lived in the lock-up, and after being 
released, had their den in the same jail 
compound. Such criminals become so much 
accustomed to crime that they never feel 
even in dream that they are doing any- 
thing wrong which is not befitting a human 
being. 

But why unnecessarily blame these poor 
fellows who have chosen criminality as their 
cherished goal and the prison-house as 
their permanent abode? According to 
Vedanta, all mortals are sailing in the same 
boat. They too are chronic offenders and 
have chosen wrongdoing as their precious 
ideal and the world-prison as their per- 
manent home. All men are offenders in the 
Vedantic sense, and there is a Vedantic test 
for proving this. 

The Vedantic Test 

Once upon a time, there was a 
test prevalent in Indian society to detect 
offenders : After arresting the suspect, the 
police would ask him to hold a red-hot axe, 
and if his hand burnt, he would be proved 
a criminal and put to death. On the other 
hand, if the person were innocent, his hand 
would not burn, and thus proved, he would 
be freed. 1 the sage Arum told this example 

l* Similar ordeals were in practice until recent 
times in many parts of Asia and Africa. In the 
early Middle ages it was widely used in settle- 
ment of legal questions in Western Europe, 
especially by the Germans. It was in vogue in 
England as well, as a regular form of trial, and 
it continued there till the jury system was 
adopted by them. There were numerous forms 
of ordeals depending upon the nature of the 
crime ; for instance : walking through fire, put- 
ting the hand into a flame, walking on hot 
plowshares, plunging the hand into molten metal 
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to his swollen-headed son Svetaketu, while 
explaining to him the nature of the Reality. 
He said : 

My dear, they [i.e. the police] bring 
a man whom they have seized by the 
hand, and say, ‘He has taken some- 
thing, he has committed a theft.’ [ When 
he denies it, they say : ] ‘Heat the axe 
for him.’ If he has committed a theft 
[ but denies it ], then he makes himself 
a liar. Being false-minded , he covers 
himself with falsehood, grasps the 
heated axe and is burnt . Then he is 
killed . But if he did not commit the 
theft, then he makes himself what he 
really is. Being true-minded , he covers 
himself with truth, grasps the heated 
axe , and is not burnt. He is released . 
As that [truthful] man is not burnt 
[ so also one who has known Sat is not 
born again]. Thus in That [Sat] all 
that exists has its self. That is the 
Truth. That is the Self. That thou art, 
O Svetaketu. 1 * 

As is their wont, veteran culprits never 
confess their crimes, and pose as innocent. 
That is why in modern times there are lie 
detectors, and in those days there was the 
hot-axe text for detecting them. But 
Vedanta believes in the ‘old is gold’ policy, 
and prefers the hot-axe method for detect- 
ing criminals in the Vedantic sense. The 
life in this world is their hot axe, and if an 
ignorant person (mithya-abhisandha — one 
who takes this false world as real) holds it, 
he suffers from burns (the threefold misery); 
and if a wise man ( satya-abhisandha — one 
who has realized that Brahman alone is 
real and world false) comes in its contact, 
he does not suffer from burns (misery) and 
is liberated. Because according to Vedanta : 
‘Brahman alone is real and the world 
illusory ; the Jiva is none else but Brah- 
man ; there is no multiplicity anywhere — 
Brahma satyam jagan mi thy a ; jivo brah - 



or hot water, and so. on. Usually it was con- 
sidered that ‘if the accused was innocent, 
God would spare him.’ 

l a * Chandogya Upanisad, VLxvi.1-3. 



maiva ndparah ; neha ndnasti kihcana * 
And one who has realized this Truth, is 
free from worldly fetters and is immortal. 
About such wise men it is said in the Gita : 
‘He whose mind is not shaken by adver- 
sity, who does not hanker after happiness, 
who has become free from affection, fear 
and wrath, is indeed the Muni of steady 
wisdom. . . . That calm man who is the 
same in pain and pleasure, whom these 
cannot disturb, alone is able, O great 
amongst men, to attain to immortality. 
. . . [He] is not moved even by heavy 
sorrow .’ 2 

On the other hand, regarding the man 
of the world, Vedanta says : ‘He who 
identifies himself with the objective uni- 
verse which has been denied by hundreds of 
Srutis, Smrtis and reasonings, experiences 
misery after misery, like a thief, for he does 
something forbidden .’ 3 Not only is such a 
person burnt by the threefold misery of this 
world, but, according to Vedanta, ‘He who 
sees as though there were multiplicity in 
this world, goes from death to death .’ 4 
That is, he is born again and again. 

In the light of this Vedantic test, it is 
for everyone to judge for himself whether 
this hot axe of worldly life burns him or 
not ; and if the answer is yes, then in the 
Vedantic sense ‘he is an offender — stena 
eva sah\ Millions and millions of such 
offenders are moving about in the open 
prison of this world, not wishing in the 
least, like those jail-birds spoken of before, 
to be freed from it. They too have chosen 
this world for good as their blessed abode 
and worldly happiness as their cherished 
goal of life. And God’s penal system and 
penal practices are so superior in every 
respect to those of the Human beings that 
everyone gets the due punishment or reward 
according to His unmistaking Law of Karma. 

2 * Srimad-Bhagavad-Gita, (hereafter Gita), II. 56, 
15; VI 22. 

3 * Acarya Sankara’s Vivekacudamani, 331, 

4 * Katha Upanisad, II. i. 10. 



